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Letter from the PEC Convener, Claire McGlynn 

Dear PEC Members 

I am pleased to bring to you the autumn edition of the PEC newsletter complete with news from PEC members and from 

the field of peace education. As a special feature of this edition please also find a paper from Antonio Paleo and Ian Harris 

entitled ‘Peace Education in Spain’. 

It is my privilege to take on the responsibility of convening the Peace Education Commission of IPRA for the next two 

years and I am looking forward to working with you all in this capacity. In particular I am looking forward to working with 

an old friend, John Synott, Centre for Peace & Conflict Studies, University of Sydney, and with a new one, Victoria Fontan, 

University for Peace in Costa Rica, as they take on the task of convening the PEC program for 2012. 

It was both refreshing and humbling to hear at IPRA conference of the efforts and commitment of colleagues working in 

the field of peace research and I returned from Sydney, as I do from every IPRA conference, renewed in my determination 

to make a contribution, however small, through my own work and example. It is very good for the soul to be with like-

minded people! 

My first role as convener has to been to confirm membership of the new PEC Council and I am delighted to announce the 

composition as follows: 

PEC Council 2010-12—Candice Carter, USA; Lena Freimuller, Germany; Sara  Horowitz, Argentina; Soon-Won Kang, Rep. 

Of Korea; Gohar  Markosyan, Armenia; Elavie Ndura-Ouedraogo, USA/Africa; Kazuyo  Yamane, Japan; Werner Winter-

steiner, Austria; Takehiko Ito, Japan; Tom Rippon, Canada; Angelina Guiterrez, Philippines; Ivana Milajevic , Serbia/

Australia;  Rejane Costa, Brazil; Jeetu Khanna, India; Bert Jenkins, Australia; Jack Maaebuta, Solomon Islands; Biao Yang, 

China 

Ex-officio—Claire McGlynn, UK; John Synott, Australia; Victoria Fontan, Costa Rica; Toh Swee-Hin, Australia/Canada; 

Ian Harris, USA; Naresh Dadhich, India; Ake Bjerstedt, Sweden; Robin Burns, Australia 

De facto ex-officio— Jeannie Lum; Anita Wenden. 

I immediately put this new Council to work in order to debate and decide on a range of items that arose at the PEC busi-

ness meeting in Sydney and that needed decisions from the PEC Council.  After a process of discussion and feedback the 

PEC Council agreed the following: 

To endorse Dr Candice Carter, USA, as the new Journal of Peace Education (JPE) liaison officer with the journal 

publishers Taylor and Francis, beginning in 2012, when Anita Wenden’s term of office ends. Many congratula-

tions to Candice!   

To endorse raising the subscription for PEC/JPE from $30 to $40 in 2012.  This is still amazing value for money as 

PEC members get full subscription to JPE for this small cost! 

To endorse expenditure to set up a PEC website based at the University of Hawaii and web-mastered by Jeannie 

Lum with the aid of Claire McGlynn.   

To  endorse Swee-Hin’s proposal to make JPE more widely available in the global South by giving complimentary 

subscriptions for an initial 2 year period to individuals with a strong interest in peace education, with the condition 

that they donate their copy to the university library/agency/organisation for access by all faculty/ students/

colleagues.   

To endorse a proposal raised at the Calgary conference to hold an interim PEC conference between the IPRA years. 

Jeannie Lum has offered to host the first one in Hawaii in 2013.  There was some concern that holding an interim 

conference might reduce attendance at IPRA and we will be gauged interest in this initiative prior to the com-

mencement of its organisation. Further we would like to clarify that PEC business will continue to be dealt with 

at the PEC business meeting at IPRA and through the PEC Council, that is, PEC business will not be decided up-

on at the interim conference. 

 

Further to the above we have now begun work consulting on and planning our PEC website and the functions that we 

would like it to have. I look forward to seeing the website come to fruition in the coming weeks and to exploring a new 

means of communicating with our members and friends around the world.  

I would encourage all readers to join the Peace Education Commission if you have not already done so – you would be very 

welcome and as a bonus you will get a subscription to the Journal of Peace Education as part of your membership! Please see 

the link to joining PEC at the bottom of the JPE webpage at http://www.tandf.co.uk/journals/titles/17400201.asp 

Yours in peace  

Claire McGlynn 
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Claire McGlynn - I joined the School of Education at 
Queen’s University Belfast in Northern Ireland as a 
Lecturer in 2005, having previously lectured at 
Stranmillis University College. Prior to that I worked 
in England as a biochemist and then taught biology, 
chemistry and physics in the east end of London. I 
moved to Northern Ireland nearly twenty years ago 

and was a founder teacher and Head of Science at New-Bridge Integrated College. During this time I 
became very interested in the role that education might play in peace building and I studied part time for 
Master’s and Doctoral degrees in Education to research this area of study. I remain passionate about this 
and my current research tackles integrated (Catholic and Protestant) education in Northern Ireland, multicultural and 
intercultural education, education for social cohesion in conflict and post-conflict societies and teacher education for diversity.  

I work closely with colleagues in Israel and Cyprus and together we compare the challenges of attempting reconciliation and 
social reconstruction through education in societies that have been fractured by division. To this end we have published two 
edited books Peace education in conflict and post-conflict societies: comparative perspectives (2009) and Addressing ethnic 
conflict through peace education: international perspectives (2007) that examine sustained peace education efforts in a range 
of international contexts. I am also promoting links between teachers and schools in Northern Ireland, Israel and Cyprus so that 
practice can be shared and developed. In addition I support a non-governmental organization developing integrated education 
in Croatia and Bosnia. My work has attracted the attention of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 
[OECD] who invited me to contribute to an expert symposium and book entitled Educating Teachers for Diversity: Meeting the 
Challenge (2010). 

I have held the positions of Chair and Program Chair of the Peace Education special interest group of the American Educational 
Research Association. I am on the editorial board of the Journal of Peace Education. I have just been elected Convener of the 
Peace Education Commission of the International Peace Research Association and I hope to extend this international network 
and also to continue to re-conceptualize peace education as a rigorous field, enriched by multiple theoretical frameworks, and 
with the potential for a substantive contribution to knowledge and understanding. 

My research feeds directly into my teaching at the School of Education where I teach diversity and inclusion at PhD, EdD, 
Masters and PGCE level. I coordinate the MSc Diversity and Inclusion in Education and the EdD and EdD TESOL programmes, 
the latter generating a lot of administrative work that is offset by the pleasure of contact with our wonderful home and 
international students.  

Meet the conveners! 
To help you get to know the new PEC Conveners 
here’s some quick biographies... 

John Synott has been an active PEC member since 1992 and has participated in many PEC 
sessions at IPRA conferences. He has served on the PEC Council as well as the IPRA 
International Council and has been involved in the organisation of several IPRA conferences. 
He was the inaugural editor of The Journal of Peace Education from 2003-2008. He was 
Secretary-General of the Asia-Pacific Peace Research Association from 2006−2010. He has a 
wide range of interests in peace education including applications to enhancing the rights and 
justice for indigenous peoples, economic and social change in Asian societies, and bringing 
peace education knowledge into mainstream education.  He has taught courses in peace and 
development education in many locations around the world and has published books and 
articles in the field of peace education. His most recent book was Quality Education: Global 
Perspectives for Australian Schools (2009). He is currently Adjunct Professor at the Centre for 
Peace and Conflict Studies, University of Sydney. 

Victoria Fontan an Associate Professor of Peace and Conflict Studies at the University for Peace, in Costa Rica. Her 
original specialization has been in insurgency studies, focusing on the role of humiliation in relation to the 
emergence of insurgencies, mostly in a Middle Eastern context. She has published on Lebanon and Iraq, 
and has worked on both countries for the first ten years of her academic career. In addition, she has 
worked either as staff or consultant for major international organisations such as the Organization for Co-
operation and Security in Europe, or the United States Agency for International Development. 
 
She is now shifting specializations towards the application of new sciences to Peace and Conflict Studies. She 
is currently finishing her second PhD thesis on transcending peace-building as a content-based approach 
towards peace-facilitating as a dialogue fostering skill, stemming from the work of Jean-Paul Lederach, Gregory Bateson and 
Evelin Lindner.  This work aims at integrating critical pedagogy to the discipline of Peace and Conflict studies, through a 
transdisciplinary epistemology. 
 
Victoria has been working at the University for Peace since 2005, and has been involved in several projects geared towards 
facilitating the establishment of Peace and Conflict graduate programs in the greater “South”, hence complementing and 
providing theoretical alternatives to various Northern perspectives on the discipline. To date, she is Curriculum Development 
Co-ordinator for the UPeace Great Lakes Program, aiming to foster capacity co-operation in Peace and Conflict Studies as well 
as Critical Education Pedagogy between ten African Academic Institutions. This project is a direct application of her current 
research.  

From the left: Muhammed Kamal Uddin,  

Abdelwahab Biad, John Synott 
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News from Gohar Markosyan 

Warm greetings from Armenia!!! I would like to include the 
information about the Evaluation report "Impact of 
the  Peace and Conflict Resolution Education on students after a 
few years studies" in the PEC newsletter. Report was published 
and available in the Web page of our 
organization www.wfd.am.  http://www.wfd.am/images/
evaluation%20report.pdf.     

News from Jeetu Khanna  

Peace education developments in the South Asian 
region, a hopeful sign or two, and a major challenge 
for South Asian peace educators. 
 
South  Asia  countries ,India and others are gaining economic 
significance in the world and increasingly becoming interested in 
strategic affairs of the new world order. Hence, I present the 
perspective of these developing nations on the importance of 
intercultural communications and cultural sensitivity at this 
prestigious gathering , where a diverse group of peacekeepers, 
academicians and practitioners have conglomerated . 

There are peace education programmes in the region: many in 
number and diverse in character. The numbers inevitably vary from 
one country to another, with relatively more programmes in India, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka, virtually none in Bhutan and the Maldives, 
and a paucity of information on any possible programmes in 
Bangladesh and Nepal. 

There are many types of peace education projects across the region: 
individual schools with curricula that reflect an overall ethos of 
peace; NGOs that either work in classrooms themselves or train 
teachers to apply their peace education curricula; or peace 
organisations that have built and support a network of schools to 
incorporate specific projects in their classrooms. 

In the “History of Peace Education,” Harris (2008) contends that we 
have practiced peace education informally for centuries through the 
conflict resolution strategies of indigenous peoples and peaceful 
communities, which have been passed on from one generation to 
another. He identifies religion, including the teachings of Buddha, 
Baha’u’llah, Jesus Christ,  Mohammed, Moses, and Lao Tse as one of 
the earliest sources of guidelines for teaching peace to others, 
observing that religion has contributed to both war and peace. 
 
Gandhi, Tint and Prasad (2008) have argued that Indian academics 
have been slow to pursue the obvious connections between 
Gandhi’s work and peace studies. Despite the large number of 
organisations dedicated to the study of peace, there is no concerted 
peace education movement that has made 
its presence felt in classrooms around India:  

Peace education programmes were initiated for several reasons 
but primarily in response to specific phases of violence. 

Curriculum development and teacher training are the two main 
activities for the majority of programmes. 

The content of peace education programmes have expanded to 
include issues of social security as well as traditional conflict 
resolution themes. 

Each country faces its own unique challenges: in Bhutan and the 
Maldives, the perception that peace education is not necessary; in 
Sri Lanka, the lack of opportunity and freedom for civil society to 
operate; in Pakistan, the need to find ways to introduce peace 
education into public schools and madrasas; and in India, making 
peace education accessible to young people of all ages and 
backgrounds and drawing together the many dimensions of peace 
and human rights education into a cohesive movement of sorts. 
Across the region, sustainability is a major concern, primarily 
because of the difficulties of finding long‐term funding for peace 
education. 

News from Natela Jordan 

Dear Educators, Colleagues and Friends, 

The University of Minnesota Human Rights Center 
and Growing Communities for Peace are delighted 
to announce the opening of the Online Human 
Rights and Peace Store . The store has been an 
important tool for bringing Human Rights and Peace 
Education to our schools, homes, workplaces and 
communities for many years. We hope that our new 
online venue will provide an easy access to Human 
Rights and Peace Education books, curricula, 
posters, training guides, multimedia materials, gifts, 
bookmarks, kindness currency, and other resources. 

We hope that you will consider ordering from the 
store for your school, college or university, non-
profit organization, place of worship, Human Rights 
Commission, or just for yourself. We currently have 
over 300 resources, but are planning to expand our 
inventory as we move forward. We are striving to be 
flexible and responsive to educators’ needs and 
interests. We always appreciate recommendations 
of materials and other tools that practitioners find 
to be useful in the field.  

We hope you enjoy the store and look forward to 
your feedback and suggestions! Most of the 
proceeds of the store will support our human rights 
education activities, free educator workshops, and 
online curricula resources! 

For questions, suggestions, and ideas, please 
contact Rebecca Janke at peace@umn.edu or 
Natela Jordan at home@umn.edu. You can also 
reach us by phone at 651-214-8282, 612-626-0041, 
or 1-888-473-3828. If you would like to send us a 
review copy, please mail it to 
 
University of Minnesota Human Rights Center 
N-120 Mondale Hall  
229 - 19th Avenue South  
Minneapolis, MN 55455  

News  

http://www.wfd.am
http://www.wfd.am/images/evaluation%20report.pdf
http://www.wfd.am/images/evaluation%20report.pdf
http://hrstore.law.umn.edu/catalog/
http://hrstore.law.umn.edu/catalog/
mailto:peace@umn.edu
mailto:home@umn.edu
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News from Tony Jenkins 

Director of the National Peace Academy, Coordinator of the International Institute on Peace Education (www.i-i-p-e.org) and the 
Global Campaign for Peace Education (www.peace-ed-campaign.org) 

Please subscribe to the Global Campaign for Peace Education Monthly Newsletter! The monthly newsletter of the Global Campaign 
for Peace Education (GCPE) features articles and news as to how and where peace education efforts are active and growing. It 
includes a monthly introductory letter from a member of the GCPE; reports from the field chronicling successes and challenges; 
listing of events, conferences, and trainings in peace education from around the world; new publications; job postings; and 
occasional action alerts.  The current issue features an introduction by Dr. Betty A. Reardon.  To subscribe and read the current 
issue, please visit:  http://www.peace-ed-campaign.org/newsletter 

News from Evelin Lindner 

May I draw your attention to the work of Human Dignity and 
Humiliation Studies (HumanDHS, www.humiliationstudies.org), 
a global transdisciplinary fellowship of concerned academics 
and practitioners who wish to promote dignity and transcend 
humiliation. We wish to stimulate systemic change, globally and 
locally, to open space for mutual respect and esteem to take 
root and grow, thus ending humiliating practices and breaking 
cycles of humiliation throughout the world. We are currently 
around 1,000 personally invited members, and our website is 
being accessed by between 20,000 and 40,000 people from 160 
to 180 countries per year.  
 
We would be very happy if you could take a moment to look at 
our website and work and let us know what you think! 
 
Linda Hartling is our Director. Please see her background at 
www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/linda.php. She is also  
affiliated with the Jean Baker Miller Training Institute at 
Wellesley College near Boston, Massachusetts. She is currently 
working with HumanDHS  
in Portland, Oregon. She and her husband have created our first 
HumanDHS Dialogue Home in Oregon 
(www.humiliationstudies.org/intervention/dialoguehome.php). 
 
My name is Evelin Lindner, I am the Founding President of 

HumanDHS. You see my background at 
www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin.php. I design my 
life as a global citizen so as to develop HumanDHS truly globally. 
On behalf of HumanDHS, I just accepted the 2009 Norwegian 
"Prisoner's Testament" Peace Award. Perhaps my book Making 
Enemies: Humiliation and International Conflict would be 
interesting for you to have a look at. It is the first book on 
dignity and humiliation and how we may envisage a more 
dignified world, and it has been characterized as a path-
breaking book and been honored as "Outstanding Academic 
Title" by the journal Choice for 2007 in the USA. Please see 
more details on www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/
evelin04.php. And see also my second book, Emotion and 
Conflict: How Human Rights Can Dignify Emotion and Help Us 
Wage Good Conflict that has been published in 2009, see 
www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin041.php. Both 
books begin with a Foreword by Morton Deutsch. My third book 
was published in February 2010, titled Gender, Humiliation, and 
Global Security: Dignifying Relationships from Love, Sex, and 
Parenthood to World Affairs, with a Foreword by Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. Also this book is being "highly recommended" 
by Choice. See www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/
evelin042.php. I am now working on my next book, the 
tentative title is Humiliation and Terrorism: Why the Emotion 
Drives Killing, and How We Might Defuse It and welcome any 
support for this book project. 

Programmes from Stephanie Knox Cubbon 

Teachers Without Borders Teacher Professional Development 
Program on Peace Education. 

Teachers Without Borders will soon be launching its teacher 
professional development program in peace education. To read 
more about the program, visit the TWB web site: 
http://teacherswithoutborders.org/blog/new-program-peace-
education 

The program is in its final stages of development and should be 
launched in late October 2010. It will be available for free online, 
and we will also be introducing it through workshops and 
trainings, the first one set to take place in Jos, Nigeria. We hope 
for this program to reach as many teachers as possible. We are 
also seeking partnerships with agencies and organization who 
can help us to deliver the program in different regions. 

Through peace education, teachers play an important role in 
creating a world where peace, equality, diversity, and unity 
prevail. Very simply, peace education is teaching peace – the 
knowledge, skills, attitudes, values, and behaviors that are 
necessary to promote peace and nonviolence in society. 

The Teachers Without Borders Peace Education Teacher 
Development Program supports teachers in expanding their 
peacemaking capacities by giving them an easy-to-use, practical 

guide to 
peace 
education.  

The Teachers Without Borders Peace Education Teacher 
Development Program: 

· introduces peace education theory to teachers. 
· supports teachers in implementing peace education in their 

classrooms and schools. 
· provides teachers with practical resources that they can 

start using immediately as a daily part of their classroom 
practice. 

· presents easy-to-use and adaptable lesson plans for all 
developmental levels. 

· contributes to the growing movement of education for a 
culture of peace. 

This program provides teachers with the strategies, basic tools, 
and techniques for putting peace education into action. For 
who are new to peace education, it serves as a thorough 
introduction. For teachers who are familiar with peace 
education, that it will expand your knowledge and build upon 
your current classroom practices. We hope you will join us in 
bringing peace education to classrooms and communities 
throughout the world! 

Events/Progammes 

http://www.i-i-p-e.org
http://www.peace-ed-campaign.org
http://www.peace-ed-campaign.org/newsletter
http://www.humiliationstudies.org
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/linda.php
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/intervention/dialoguehome.php
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin.php
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin04.php
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin04.php
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin041.php
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin042.php
http://www.humiliationstudies.org/whoweare/evelin042.php
http://teacherswithoutborders.org/blog/new-program-peace-education
http://teacherswithoutborders.org/blog/new-program-peace-education
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Peace Education in Spain 
The roots of education for peace in Spain go back to the first International Peace Congress in the Hague, Netherlands in 1899 
which addressed the problem that youth in every country were being educated for war. The result of these educational 
practices was the bloody first half of the twentieth century with its wars with consequences we still feel today. 

 
PEACE EDUCATION IN THE FIRST HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

 
In Spain the figure of Ferrer Guardia is key to understanding the processes of pedagogical renovation that began in the 
twentieth century. In August 1901 the “Modern School” was founded in Barcelona, a project that promoted a free teaching 
style and the transformation of enemy images. Conservative sections of the Catholic church were suspicious of this educational 
freedom and felt threatened by it. In 1909 Ferrar Guardia was executed on Montjuic prison. 
 
Peace education in Spain began in the 1920s and 1930s in movements to renew schooling.  The first International Education 
Congress in 1921 in Argentina provided in its documents references to equality and cooperation between the sexes and other 
references to subjects covered under the heading “Education para la Paz.” In 1927 in Prague there was an important 
international conference entitled “Peace for Schools.” The conference was divided into four parts--psychology, teaching, hands 
on learning, curriculum--and encouraged those in 
attendance to share notes from their practice. These 
efforts called upon teachers and educational centers to 
contribute to the reconstruction of a new society by 
teaching about how peace could be achieved. 
 
Maria Montessori (1870-1952) was perhaps the greatest 
peace educator in the Twentieth century. Like John 
Dewey and the Catalan, Pere Rosselo, she argued for a 
positive concept of peace education, not only to 
demonstrate the horrors of war but to stimulate a spirit 
of cooperation and understanding. Montessori is a key 
reference for peace education for her pedagogy and for 
her travels around Europe in the 1930s lecturing against a 
traditional education system that supported and even 
promoted fascism. She considered peace education not 
only a goal for educational endeavors but also a method 
for positive peace. She contributed an optimistic 
approach to teaching that could lead to social amelioration by promoting a concept of human brotherhood to help make war 
outmoded,.  
 
It is easy to see how many teachers and professors would have believed in these emerging new models of freedom and 
pacifism. These early efforts for peace education in the beginning of the twentieth century were frustrated by Franco seizing 
power in 1936 and the following repression. Many unknown but important Republican educators went into the army at that 
time. 

 
PEACE EDUCATION IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY 

 
At the end of the nineteen sixties and the beginning of the 1970s people were discovering Mohandas Gandhi and the nearby 
presence (in the south of France) of the Arc Community founded by Lanza del Vasto in 1948. The opening of Spanish society to 
the outside brought to many sectors an awareness of minorities, especially to the young and people related to base 
communities. At this time the second surge of education for peace occurred in Spain at a time that coincided with 
demonstrations against the war in Vietnam. 
 
In 1964 Lorenzo Vidal--poet, educator, and pacifist--founded the “Day School for Nonviolence and Peace” *el Dia Escolar de la 
No-violencia y la Paz (DENIP)] on the thirtieth of January, the anniversary of the assassination of Gandhi. A proposal developed 
for the school, which was at first modest, provided a base for the majority of peace initiatives and activities that developed in 
educational centers throughout Spain. EL DENIP, as said its founder, “was a seed for nonviolence and peace deposited in the 
minds and subconscious hearts of educators and through them into society.” 
 
At this time the Modern School incorporated in its 1965 charter, article two, “we pledge to make our students into 
conscientious and responsible adults who will build a world that will outlaw war, racism, all forms of discrimination, and 
human exploitation.” Peace education received a nudge from progressive elements within the Catholic Church. 
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Justicia i Pau is a Christian organization that came into being in Cataluna in the year 1968 and its goal is the promotion and 
defense of human rights, social justice, disarmament, solidarity and respect for the environment.  In the city of Granada in 1971 
the Christian community founded by Pope Dodoy and Fermina Puesta (who received in 1994 the “Medal of Andalucia” or 
“Favorite Daughter” awards for her social and political accomplishments) developed a commitment wuth people in labor 
movements to start thinking of themselves as part of a nonviolent movement. This group lived together in a house and worked 
with the poor. Education for peace started with a group of people interested in nonviolence who were social workers 
interested in social problems and human rights. Among other activities brought nonviolence and peace to the schools and 
other institutions of education. Pax Christie from Barcelona used nonviolent methods against Fascism in their work for 
“Amnesty and Freedom,” encouraging education for peace. 
 
Pepe Buenza, an activist in the Democratic Union of Students for at the University of Valencia, was tried by a military tribunal 
on April 23, 1971 for refusing to do his military service. Within the Spanish military state his sentence and his testimony as the 
first conscientious objector popularized conscientious objection among the youth.  Likewise, it helped promote nonviolence 
among the antifranco sectors of society. Gonzalo Arias, a writer and UNESCO translator, took some initiatives to oppose the 
sentence given to Pepe Buenza.  He also was outspoken about the necessity of democracy in Spain. He put together a book, 
Aprendiz de la Noviolencia, in which he translated, edited, and made available texts of Gandhi and other nonviolent authors. 
 
In the 1970s in Barcelona-- Cantabria, Euskadi, and Andalucia-- the first nonviolent groups were being formed. The movements 
for conscientious objection and nonviolence became part of the struggle against the Spanish dictator. 
 
Young people in the Basque region started to meet in 1972 to plan nonviolent activities and support Pepe Buenza.  This initial 
objective lead them to form Bakearen Etxea in 1977. Members from this group formed in 1980 the Community Lakabe in an 
abandoned town in Navarra. One of its activities was to spread peace education in educational circles. They treated peace as a 
necessary part of life. Twenty-eight years later Lakabe stood as an example of nonviolent community living.  
 
In 1976 the Friends of the Arc Community in Tarragona organized a professional training course in nonviolence blessed by 
Lanza del Vasto.   In Cantabria young conscientious objectors, volunteers in Peace Brigades International in Latin America, and 
educators created a group for peace education. One of their most important contributions was the diffusion of games and the 
dynamics of cooperation.   
 
In the fall and winter of 1973 a group of workers from Malaga gathered regularly to reflect upon the life of Gandhi and 
nonviolent action. After three months of study and reflection they formed el Grupo de Accion Novolenta de Malaga (GANV) 
which lasted for 15 years until i1988.   In Malaga in 1973 an affinity group started reading Gandhi and Vinoba. This initiative 
spread through Andalucia in other cities like Granada and Cordoba, etc. Stimulated by the threatened use of nuclear weapons, 
they were studying nonviolence. Until 1988 this group struggled to interest people in the province of Andalucia in nonviolence.  
In 1981 they started campaigning against war toys for children. In 1982 they protested against war taxes and lobbied in high 
schools, colleges and universities for disarmament education. 
 
The group in Malaga started to recognize thematic groups: workers movements, conscientious objection, opposition to paying 
war taxes, ecology, and gender equality for peace education. El GANV facilitated summer school courses in 1985 in peace 
education with the participation of 1800 teachers and developed a workshop that was described in the press with the following 
“To educate for peace is to educate for disobedience to injustices.  Don’t suppose that it will make your children tranquil but 
rather children that become capable of looking how to resolve conflicts nonviolently. To educate for peace means in sum to 
train children to think before reacting and choosing the most suitable solution among many options.” 
 
In 1977 at the end of the year the first nonviolent camp was established in Vitoria.  These gatherings became the basis to 
develop in Spain nonviolence and conscientious objection.    One of the principal agreements was to strengthen the 
coordination between the different people and groups all over the country. During the meeting there was an exchange of 
knowledge and experiences about education for peace. In meetings at the national level people dedicated themselves to 
convene on a regular schedule to exchange experiences and develop curriculum for peace education.  
 
In the beginning of the 1980s John Paul Lederach visited Spain. For several months he interviewed groups and collectives 
related to the pacifist movement for the whole country.  He was working on a research project to study nonviolence in Spain. 
This resulted in a publication “Els anomenats pacifistes: la no-violencia a l’Estat espanol” (edited by Edicions de la Magrana, 
1983) 
 
Through these different contacts and exchanges of experience and information there developed in Andalucia an assembly for 
nonviolence in 1981.  Groups and individuals from different villages and cities developed projects and protests throughout the 
whole Andalucian region (in the south of Spain). For seven years these groups focused on the struggle against unemployment, 
supported rural agricultural workers, demonstrated against mandatory military service, and for peace education, equality 
between the genders, and the environment. During this time the Assembly published a modest newsletter, “Adalucia 
Noviolenta,” to exchange ideas and debates that were taking place throughout the region. This newsletter included tips and 



 7 

tools to help people practice peace education. From the beginning a principle theme was not buying war toys. With the 
support of the group from Malaga they spread to the villages and developed courses and workshops for teachers about peace 
education, nonviolence, cooperative values, active communication, conflict resolution, and disarmament. 
 
In discussing the development of peace education in Spain we cannot leave out the collective for nonviolence (CAN) in Madrid 
in 1982. From when they first met they settled upon a definition of peace that was harmony itself in human communities and 
nature. This group dedicated itself exclusively to give trainings and develop peace education activities for teachers and their 
pupils. They covered themes like how to educate for peace, disarmament, and disobedience, thus developing an active 
participative methodology. In 1985 they published the first bibliographic guide in Spain for youth and children about peace.  
 
In 1983 in Galicia a collective of professionals, teachers at all levels of educational enterprise, made a commitment to peace 
education. For many years they published an information newsletter that linked them with the name “Novapaz.” April (2008) 
they celebrated the twenty-second meeting of Peace Educators from Gallicia and Portugal. A leader of this organization was 
Xesus Jares, a professor of education at the University of Coruna. He was also president of the Spanish Association to 
Investigate Peace (AIPAZ). He wrote many books on various peace education topics. 
 
In 1986 the Galego Seminar for Peace Education was created for teachers at all levels from young children to university 
students to address the absence of didactic materials and theoretical presentations on various aspects of peace education--
human rights, tolerance, solidarity, ecopacifism, nonviolent resolution of conflicts, and interculturalism. Through this seminar 
many teaching materials have been produced to cover the complex peace education topics. 
 
In 1987 in Northern Spain the Basque parliament decided to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the bombing of Guernika 
during the Spanish civil war by creating a center for peace research, named Gernika Goguratuz. Juan Gutierrez, a leader of this 
center, dedicated it to building peace through research, training, community intervention, and strengthening networks to 
share findings about how to construct peace. 
 
In 1986 the International Year of Peace dedicated by the United Nations gave important recognition to peace education in 
Spain.  Many public and private initiatives for peace including congresses and seminars were developed throughout the 
country. School systems through Spain established the thirtieth of January as a day of peace in Spanish schools. 
 
In 1987 the Association for Human Rights established the Seminar for Peace Education which brought together people from 
both the formal and informal education sectors in Spain. They had an understanding of peace as a kind of education for 
liberation to promote social action for peace and justice, an education aimed at forming people capable of transfcending 
obstacles received through current socialization, like values that emphasize conformity, self centeredness, intolerance, 
ethnocentrism, and other aspects that contribute to structural violence on the planet. From their first meeting they have 
followed these three objectives: 

sensitize  teachers to the necessity of teaching for human rights, peace, and development; 

train teachers and grow the number of groups for peace education; 

create, adopt, and diffuse teaching materials 
 
These materials have received many awards for their ability to get youth to think about and object to a world that is unequal, 
unjust, and diverse. In 1989 the second Catalonian conference was organized under the themes, “Peace Education, Human 
Rights, and Development.”  
 
The School for a Culture of Peace was founded in 1999 in Barcelona. Its director, Victor Fisas, has been working on culture of 
peace related issues, such as human rights, analysis of conflicts and peace processes, education for peace, disarmament and 
the prevention of armed conflicts. The objectives of the School for a Culture of Peace are: 
 

 to promote understanding and the implementation of the culture of peace; 

 to investigate and intervene in areas related to conflicts, peace processes, post-war rehabilitation, the arms trade, 
human rights, track II diplomacy and education for peace; 

 to give training to people who wish to disseminate the message and practice of a  culture of peace. 
 
The phenomenon of violence in Spanish society has created a need to search for more peaceful ways of resolving conflict and 
lead people in master’s programs to teach about mediation. Professional colleges at Spanish universities have been organizing 
courses and workshops on alternative methods of dispute resolution. 
 
The UNESCO Chair of Philosophy for Peace was created in October of 1999, through an agreement between the UNESCO Chair, 
the Bancaja-Caja Castellón Foundation and Universitat Jaume I of Castellón (UJI) in Castillon. This postgraduate program offers 
an  International Master in Peace and Development Studies and, in 2006, was officially recognized as a Master and Doctorate 
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International Studies for Peace, Conflict and Development. The Master offers courses in both English and Spanish.  Between 50 
and 60 students, representing over 20 different nationalities, attend the program each academic year.   
 
The General Assembly of the United Nations declared 2001 to 2010 as the “Decade for a Culture of Peace and Nonviolence.”  
Following this lead educational planners in Andalucia in 2001 initiated a plan for peace culture and nonviolence that included 
an internet site “School: A Place for Peace” that is linked to over 1700 centers. The Departments of Education in various 
Spanish provinces have developed courses and workshops on coexistence, conflict resolution, and mediation. In Barcelona 
Maria Carme Boque Torremorell has developed a series of workbooks and activities that are available to elementary teachers 
throughout that provence. Educational departments working together with the mayors of many cities are offering training in 
mediation to help address challenges of urban unrest in contemporary Spain. These hopeful visions do not hide the enormous 
difficulties in facing a dominant culture of violence and individuals alienated from everyone else. 
 
On the 13, 14, and 15 of September 2002 there was a celebration in Granada for the first Hispanoamerican Congress for 
education and a culture of peace. This Congress decided to support the United Nations Decade for a Culture of Peace and 
Nonviolence.  This was a compromise betwen the world of education, the scientific community, and civil society--all of which 
pledged to improve the quality of teaching that would reflect the principles of a culture of peace. People were responding to 
an understanding that education was not sufficently recognized in the economic, cultural, social, and political realms. This 
congress coincided with efforts in Andalucia in favor of peace and co-existence. There was an emphasis upon practical 
understanding of political and social conflicts, not only in 
schools but also in society, culture, and identity. At the same 
time this plan had an initial motive to address growing concern 
about violence in schools not only to prevent instances of 
violence but also more profoundly to address the structural 
causes of violence. 
 
Organized by the faculty of education at the university of 
Malaga on the 27, 28, and 29th of November, 2008 the first 
international conference for coexistence responded to the task 
of strengthening in every day life the various elements under 
the heading “culture of peace,” concepts related to the 
necessity of creating a culture of difference, tolerance, 
negotiation, and dialogue.   
 

Publications 

New publications (sent by Alicia Cabezudo) 

Bulletin of World Report on the Culture of Peace for May/July 2010 

The final summary report for the Decade has been submitted to the United Nations Secretary-General with a request that he 
transmit it to the UN General Assembly for their debate on the culture of peace in October.  We owe a great "thank you" to 
Ambassador Anwarul Chowdhury for his efforts that made this possible. The link to the summary report may be found on the 
Decade website homepage, 
http://decadeculture-of-peace.org  or you may go to it directly at  
http://decade-culture-ofpeace.org/2010_civil_society_report.pdf 
 
We will continue to follow closely the report's progress from the office of the Secretary-General and keep you informed. 
Thanks to all of you for your significant contributions to the report and to the global movement for the culture of peace.  The 
summary report is based upon individual reports from over 1,000 organizations.  The individual reports can all be found at 
http://decade-culture-ofpeace.org/end-of-decade-report/cgi-bin/ib4/ikonboard.cgi 
 
In other news, we are pleased to provide the link to the youth organizations that have been awarded funding by the Global 
Youth Solidarity Fund of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations.  They may be found at http://unaocyouth.org/ysf/list-of-
ysf-winners 

Ian Harris and Antonio Paleo in the Alcazaba in Malaga 

http://decadeculture-of-peace.org
http://decade-culture-ofpeace.org/2010_civil_society_report.pdf
http://decade-culture-ofpeace.org/end-of-decade-report/cgi-bin/ib4/ikonboard.cgi
http://unaocyouth.org/ysf/list-of-ysf-winners
http://unaocyouth.org/ysf/list-of-ysf-winners
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Two new publications by Candice Carter 

Conflict Resolution and Peace Education: Transformations across Disciplines 
Edited by Candice C. Carter 
 
Peace education includes lessons about conflict sources, transformation and resolution. While featuring field-based examples 
in multiple disciplines, including political science, anthropology, communication, psychology, sociology, counseling, law and 
teacher training, this book presents real cases of conflict work. Explained are concepts underlying conflict transformation and 
strategies that have been adapted for use in professional practice. The contributors describe formal peace education with 
university students in different fields of study and informal learning of adults in community settings. 
 
Comprehensively, this book supports professionals who specialize in conflict work as well as instructors and learners in several 
disciplines which all respond to conflict. "Peace is the cornerstone of our survival as humans. It is imperative for PEACE to have 
a prominent place in education. The book Conflict Resolution and PEACE Education provides this supreme human value a 
status in learning.”--Desmond M. Tutu, Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town. Peace Prize Nobel Laureate “The message of this 
important book is already in the fine front cover: from many roots, academic disciplines and human experience all over, comes 
a solid stem with many branches in all directions, all kinds of conflicts and cooperation – and the blossoming: positive peace.”--
Johan Galtung, Professor of Peace Studies and Founder of TRANSCEND: A Peace Development Environment Network 
 
CONTENTS:  
Introduction-Candice C. Carter * Multiculturalism and Conflict Transformation: Counselor and Client Working 
Together--Richmond Wynn, Sharon Wilburn, and Cirecie West-Olantunji * Analytical Conflict Transformation and Teaching for 
Peace in Sociology--Casey Welch and Elisabeth Baker * Nonprofits Advancing Public Dialogue About a ‘Culture of Peace’--John 
Frank 
* Comprehensive Law: Transformative Responses by the Legal Profession--Susan Daicoff * Peace Psychology in a Poor World: 
Conflict Transformation in Response to Poverty--Maria Teresa Tuason * Conflict Transformation Efforts in the Southern 
Philippines 
Susan D. Russell and Rey Ty * Teacher Preparation for Peace Education--Candice C. Carter 
Candice C. Carter is Associate Professor of Social Education and Director of the Conflict Transformation Program at the 
University of North Florida. 
240 pp. / 0-230-62063-9 / $85.00 cl. PALGRAVE MACMILLAN · 20% DISCOUNT ORDER FORM Promo Code: P356ED 

Peace Philosophy in Action 
Edited by Candice C. Carter and Ravindra Kumar 
 
This book documents recent and historical events in the theoretically-based practice of peace development. Its diverse 
collection of essays describes different aspects of applied philosophy in peace action, commonly involving the contributors’ 
continual engagement in the field, while offering support and optimal responses to conflict and violence. This study has never 
been timelier, as the omnipresence of conflict and the widespread opportunities to respond to them with nonviolence and 
peace practices.  
 
CONTENTS: Introduction--Ravindra Kumar * PART I: POLITICAL APPLICATIONS * Peace Philosophy of Gandhi: Reality, Evolution 
andApplication in the First Decade of the Twenty-First Century--Ravindra Kumar * War Renunciation and Abolishment by Japan
--Kazuyo Yamane * Retooling Peace Philosophy: A Critical Look at Israel’s Separation Strategy--Kristofer J. Peterson-
Overton,Johannes D. Schmidt and Jaques Hersh * PART II: CURRICULAR APPLICATIONS * History Curriculum with Multiple 
Narratives--EstherYogev * “Us and Them” Challenges for the Indian Classroom--Teesta Setalvad * Peace Education in 
Elementary Teacher Education ofTamil Nadu--De Paul * PART III: PROGRAM APPLICATIONS * Restorative Practices for 
Reconstruction--Candice C. Carter *Cosmopolitanism As a Philosophical Foundation of Post-Yugoslav Peace Studies in Higher 
Education--Andria Wisler * Children Are Made to Love: Liberation Education in India--Michael Hubert * Conclusion--Candice C. 
Carter  
 
Candice C. Carter is Associate Professor of Social Education and Director of the Conflict Transformation Program at the 
University ofNorth Florida. Ravindra Kumar is an eminent writer, scholar, political-scientist, peace-worker, and educationist 
whose more than 100 works analyze personalities of the Indian Sub-continent, including Gautama Buddha and Mahatma 
Gandhi, and several social, religious, political, historical, educational and cultural issues. 
256 pp. / 0-230-62240-2 / $85.00 cl. PALGRAVE MACMILLAN · 20% DISCOUNT ORDER FORM Promo Code: P356ED 
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New publication by Betty Reardon and Asha Hans 
Please see flier below. Note that Asian orders should go through the Delhi office; Europe and Africa through the London office 
and North and South America through New York 


